The chapters are quick and painless reading, in many cases directly from those involved in the research described. For example, Peter F. Wright, one of the leading researchers on respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccines, provides this candid assessment: "The road leading to the development of a vaccine for the prevention of RSV has been so difficult and the prospects for a vaccine remain so daunting, that only the impact of the disease provides the imperative for researchers to continue in their quest." Michiaki Takahashi, one of the developers of the varicella vaccine, provides insights on breakthrough cases occurring in "15-20% of vaccine recipients." Takahashi also reports on the status of a vaccine to prevent herpes zoster in older persons. Roger Glass et al. provide a succinct update on rotavirus vaccines currently in development and human trials.
Even highly technical aspects of new vaccine development, such as DNA vaccines, are dealt with clarity in relatively brief presentations. Topics not always found in other vaccine books include those on antihookworm vaccine, mucosal vaccines, and oral vaccines derived from transgenic plants. The chapter on new polio vaccines is coauthored by Eckard Wimmer, who achieved worldwide fame by using the poliovirus' known genetic sequence to synthesize that virus from the building blocks of DNA and a broth of other chemicals.
Overall, the book includes several scenarios. "The Present" section concerns controlling diseases for which there are available vaccines; "The Cutting Edge" section concerns recently introduced vaccines. "The Future" concerns candidate vaccines on the horizon; "The Quest" section concerns challenging areas for vaccine development, which include HIV/AIDS, malaria, and dengue. Other sections include "New Concepts," "Delivery Systems," "Bioterorrism," "Regulatory and Safety Issues," as well as "Health Financing." To some degree, the book's descriptive and detailed table of contents makes up for the absence of an index. While hard to believe, this book about vaccines and vaccine programs is hard to put down because of its readability.
